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The Ultimate Guide to Bo Jackson‘s Most Valuable Football and Baseball Cards
	by 
	April 6, 2024









As a longtime antique collector and trading card expert, I‘ve seen few athletes capture the collective imagination like Bo Jackson. This two-sport phenom was one of the most scintillating players of his era, showcasing his legendary talent on both the baseball diamond and football gridiron. 

For collectors who came of age in the late 1980s and early 1990s, owning a Bo Jackson rookie card was the ultimate goal. Kids would feverishly rip through packs of Topps and Donruss hoping to pull Bo‘s coveted cardboard. "Bo Knows" became a cultural catchphrase as his Nike cross-training ads made him a mainstream superstar.

Over 30 years later, vintage Bo Jackson cards are now bona fide collectibles. High-grade copies of his rookie cards and rare autographs can sell for five figures. In this guide, I‘ll break down the most valuable Bo Jackson football and baseball cards, delving into their collectibility and investment potential.

Bo Knows Stardom: A Multi-Sport Icon

Vincent Edward "Bo" Jackson first rose to fame as a standout running back at Auburn University. He won the 1985 Heisman Trophy and was selected with the first pick in the 1986 NFL Draft by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. However, Jackson opted to play professional baseball with the Kansas City Royals instead.

Despite not being selected until the fourth round of the 1986 MLB draft, Jackson made his MLB debut that September. He played eight MLB seasons with the Royals, White Sox, and Angels, making the American League All-Star team and winning All-Star Game MVP in 1989.

In 1987, Jackson returned to football by joining the Los Angeles Raiders, who had selected him in the previous year‘s draft. For four seasons, Bo became the ultimate dual threat. He made the NFL Pro Bowl in 1990 and was a groundbreaking celebrity endorser.

Sadly, Jackson suffered a severe hip injury during a 1991 NFL playoff game that effectively ended his football career. He returned to baseball after hip replacement surgery but was never quite the same explosive athlete. Bo retired from baseball after the 1994 season.

While his professional career was relatively short, Jackson‘s legacy has endured. He remains the only athlete to be named an All-Star in two major American sports leagues. Decades later, sports fans and collectors still marvel at his seemingly superhuman abilities.

The Bo Jackson Baseball Card Boom

The sports card market of the late 1980s looked very different than today‘s hobby landscape. This era marked the beginning of the "junk wax" period when card companies began mass-producing products to meet intense collector demand. Compared to the scarcity of post-war vintage cards, Bo Jackson rookie cards were printed in massive quantities.

Still, Bo‘s 1986 and 1987 rookie cards were among the most desirable pulls of the day. His Topps, Donruss, and Fleer rookie cards were all must-haves for serious collectors. If you got your hands on a coveted 1986 Topps Traded Tiffany rookie, you had serious bragging rights. 

By 1990, seemingly every card brand had their own Bo Jackson card – and collectors couldn‘t get enough. His 1990 Score "Dream Team" insert, picturing Bo in his Raiders uniform, became an instant classic. Card companies also started getting more creative with new Bo designs featuring elements like holograms and die-cuts.

Of course, part of what made Bo cards such a hot commodity in the early 1990s was his groundbreaking "Bo Knows" Nike ad campaign. Bo became a mainstream icon as he was shown playing every sport imaginable in his cross-trainers. These ads, along with his "ProStars" cartoon and video game appearances, helped turn Bo into a larger-than-life figure.

Here‘s a breakdown of some of Bo Jackson‘s most valuable baseball cards:

	Card	PSA 10 Value	PSA 10 Pop	PSA 9 Value	PSA 9 Pop
	1986 Topps Traded Tiffany #50T	$30,000	18	$3,750	239
	1986 Topps Traded #50T	$5,250	140	$350	5,127
	1987 Topps Tiffany #170	$6,600	48	$1,125	1,232
	1987 Donruss Opening Day #38	$4,700	42	$200	2,157
	1987 Donruss #35	$2,200	70	$50	5,407


As you can see, Bo‘s Topps Traded Tiffany rookie is far and away his most valuable baseball card. With just 18 copies graded PSA 10 out of a total pop of 257, it‘s extremely condition sensitive. Even PSA 9s of this card can push $4,000.

His regular Topps Traded, Topps flagship, and Donruss rookies are also highly sought after in PSA 10 gem mint condition. However, the much larger populations mean prices for these cards are lower than the rare Tiffany issue. The 1987 Donruss Opening Day rookie can also command big bucks in PSA 10.

Bo Jackson‘s Most Valuable Football Cards

While Bo Jackson is primarily remembered as a baseball player, his football cards are also highly collectible. His dual-sport status made him a hobby unicorn – a true rarity in the trading card world.

Here are the current values and populations for some of Bo‘s top football rookies:

	Card	PSA 10 Value	PSA 10 Pop	PSA 9 Value	PSA 9 Pop
	1988 Topps #327	$3,300	29	$250	578
	1988 Topps 1000 Yard Club #7	$1,600	86	$60	1,104
	1988 Topps UK #8	$750	6	$250	17


Bo‘s 1988 Topps football rookie is his clear gridiron cardboard king. With only 29 copies graded PSA 10, it‘s an extremely tough pull in pack-fresh condition. PSA 10s have sold for as much as $3,300 in recent years.

The "1000 Yard Club" Topps insert and the UK-exclusive Topps card are also desirable Bo football rookies. These regional issues were printed in much smaller quantities than the base Topps set, making them condition rarities as well.

Comparing Bo‘s baseball and football cards, there‘s no question his diamond issues are the most valuable overall. The massive popularity of the 1986-87 baseball card market dwarfed football card production at the time. Bo‘s key baseball rookies are also more plentiful and thus have more robust grading populations.

Rare Bo Jackson Autograph Cards

For many collectors, landing a certified Bo Jackson autograph card is the ultimate prize. As an athlete who signs very sparingly, Jackson‘s signature is extremely valuable in the hobby.

Bo has been featured as an autograph signer in several modern trading card products. Some of his most coveted certified autos include:

	2001 Upper Deck Legends Legendary Signatures #BJ /25
	2015 Topps Definitive Collection Autograph Relic #DARBJ /10 
	2016 Panini Flawless Dual Patch Autograph #40 /5
	2019 Topps Transcendent Collection Autograph #TA-BJ


These ultra low-numbered cards are some of the most valuable Bo Jackson collectibles in existence. The 2001 Upper Deck auto limited to 25 copies has sold for nearly $2,000, while the 2015 Topps Definitive is pushing mid four-figures. 

As a longtime collector, I believe these modern certified autograph cards are among the most promising Bo Jackson hobby investments. They offer the appeal of a verified Bo auto, extreme scarcity, and the chance to own a piece of game-used memorabilia. 

Collecting Tips and Investment Outlook

Whether you‘re just starting a Bo Jackson collection or looking to add to an existing one, there are a few key things to keep in mind:

	
Focus on graded cards. Especially for Bo‘s valuable late 1980s rookie cards, buying authenticated copies graded by PSA or Beckett is a must. Raw cards (even pack-pulled ones) are susceptible to counterfeiting, trimming, and other alterations.


	
Buy the best grade you can afford. Since Bo rookie cards were printed in huge quantities, supply heavily outweighs demand at lower grade levels. It‘s the PSA 10 gems and high-grade authenticated auto cards that have the most investment upside. 


	
Consider modern autos and parallels. While vintage Bo rookies are his most iconic cards, I believe some of his low-numbered certified autos and rare parallels offer intriguing investment potential at an accessible price point. 


	
Be patient. Like all trading card investments, Bo Jacksons are a long-term play. Prices may fluctuate in the short-term based on the overall market, but the sports card hobby has shown remarkable growth over the past several years.


	
Have fun! At the end of the day, collect Bo Jackson cards because you appreciate his incredible talent and legacy. Enjoy the pursuit of an amazing athlete and the satisfaction of building a high-quality collection.




Looking ahead to the future of the Bo Jackson trading card market, I‘m very optimistic. Despite Jackson‘s relatively short career, his astonishing athleticism and cross-cultural impact have made him an enduring icon. As the hobby continues to grow with more collectors and investors entering the market, I believe demand for Bo‘s key cards will only increase.

"Bo Jackson is one of those once-in-a-generation athletes whose appeal transcends sports," said Rich Klein, a longtime hobby analyst and the founder of Beckett Media. "He was larger than life in his playing days and collectors will always be drawn to that mystique."

"Demand for high-end Bo Jackson cards is as strong as ever," added Chris Ivy, Director of Sports Collectibles at Heritage Auctions. "He‘s an all-time great talent and an incredibly scarce signer – that‘s a recipe for continued price appreciation."

Of course, as with any asset, there are no guarantees in trading card investing. But if you focus on authenticated, high-grade rookie cards and rare autographs, I believe Bo Jackson will remain one of the hobby‘s surest bets for years to come. 

The sports card market has shown incredible resilience in recent years, and icons like Bo Jackson should hold strong long-term value. Whether you‘re in it for nostalgia, pure collecting enjoyment, or investment upside, Bo will always be one of the most sought-after athletes in the hobby.

In summary, Bo Jackson‘s mystique lives on in his legendary trading cards. From his coveted 1986 Topps Traded Tiffany rookie to his Transcendent cut signature autos, Bo‘s cardboard spans generations and captures his incomparable legacy. By choosing high-grade examples, focusing on key rookies and rare parallels, and playing the long game, you can build a collection that truly shows Bo Knows trading cards.
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